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UNCTAD Model Curriculum Review 

 

Objectives of Agenda Item 
To discuss and agree suggested approach for a review of the implementation of the 
UNCTAD Model Curriculum. 

 

Background 

UNCTAD has observer status on the Education Committee.   

The Intergovernmental Working Group of Experts on International Standards of 
Accounting and Reporting (ISAR) is a section of the UNCTAD (United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development).  ISAR was formed in the mid-1970s and 
currently has a group of approximately 60 countries, mostly developing nations.   
 
ISAR has engaged in a range of activities and projects, however the project of most 
interest to the Education Committee is the development of the UNCTAD Model 
Curriculum. 
 
ISAR’s objective in developing a model curriculum was to assist developing nations to 
establish education and training programs for professional accountants.  The initial global 
curriculum finalised by ISAR in 1999.  The curriculum endorsed IEG 9 and IEG 11, and 
went further to provide a more detailed list of technical accounting subjects which should 
be included in an education syllabus.   
 
ISAR has recently undertaken a review of the work approved in 1999, mainly with the 
intention to help developing nations adopt/adapt the model curriculum.  In conducting the 
review, ISAR has acknowledged: 

1. one size does not fit all, due to the variations among developing nations.   
2. the curriculum needs to integrate knowledge gained in technical, professional 
and general education  



IFAC Education Committee Meeting                                                                Agenda 7 
Stockholm,  August 2004                                                                                     

 

  Page 2 of 2 
 

3. successful implementation is not solely dependent on the curriculum content.   
Other factors such as education and professional infrastructures, regulation, 
quality of faculty, available resources, and other economic and social factors, 
affect implementation. 

 
The updated curriculum was formally adopted by ISAR in September 2003, and 
UNCTAD has requested IFAC give consideration to lending support for the revised 
document.   
 
In considering possible ways IFAC could work with UNCTAD, it was suggested a joint 
project team, with members from the IFAC Education Committee and ISAR, be formed 
to undertake a review of practical applications of the UNCTAD curriculum by member 
states. 

Material Presented 
None 

Action Requested 
The Education Committee is asked to: 

1. discuss and agree the approach to progress the project with UNCTAD 
2. appoint team members to work on the project. 

 


