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SUBJECT: STATUS OF IEGS 2, 9 AND 10 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Section 1 – Introduction 
This memo provides recommendations for the future of International Education Guidelines, 
which have been superseded by the recently released International Education Standards 1 to 
7, for the Committee’s consideration.   
 
 
Section 2 – Background 

The International Education Standards for Professional Accountants (IES) 1 to 7 were 
developed using the Committee’s previous guidance documents as an initial starting point.  
Those guidance documents included: 

• IEG 2, Continuing Professional Education; 

• IEG 9, Prequalification Education, Assessment of Professional Competence and 
Experience Requirements of Professional Accountants; and  

• IEG 10, Professional Ethics for Accountants: The Educational Challenge and Practical 
Application. 

 
The IESs carry a higher level of authority than the International Education Guidelines, listed 
above.   
 
 
Section 3 – IEG 2, Continuing Professional Education 
 
IEG 2, Continuing Professional Education was first issued by the Committee in February 
1982 and revised in May 1998.  IEG 2 includes recommendations for the establishment and 
operation of CPD programs to maintain and improve the competence of accountants and meet 
public expectations about the quality of their work.   
 
All aspects of IEG 2 are addressed in the recently released IES 7, which prescribes mandatory 
CPD for all professional accountants.  Furthermore, IEG 2, recommends “structured 
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learning”, a concept which has been superseded by the input, output, and combination 
approaches to CPD, as described in IES 7. 
 
Recommendation 
It is recommended that IEG 2 be withdrawn, effective from January 2006, which is the 
effective date of IES 7.  It is acknowledged that further guidance is required to support IES 7, 
and this will be addressed through the Committee’s work program. 
 
 
Section 4 – IEG 9, Prequalification Education 
 
IEG 9, “Prequalification Education, Assessment of Professional Competence and Experience 
Requirements of Professional Accountants”, was first issued by the Committee in July 1991, 
and revised in October 1996.  IEG 9 includes recommendations for the education and 
experience required by prospective professional accountants.   
 
All aspects of IEG 9 are addressed in the recently released Standards, IES 1 to 6.  IEG 9 does 
not include any further explanatory guidance to that outlined in IES 1 to 6, so it is unlikely to 
provide useful guidance to support the Standards. 
 
Recommendation 
It is recommended that IEG 9 be withdrawn, effective from January 2005, which is the 
effective date of IES 1 to 6.   
 
 
Section 5 – IEG 10, Professional Ethics for Accountants 
 
IEG 10, “Professional Ethics for Accountants: The Educational Challenge and Practical 
Application”, was issued by the Committee in November 1992.  The Guideline was 
developed following the publication of the IFAC Code of Ethics in 1990, to encourage 
member bodies to review their arrangements for the education of current and future members 
in professional ethics.   
 
IEG 10 discusses approaches to teaching professional ethics, the application of professional 
ethics in the workplace, and the need for ongoing education and development in professional 
ethics through CPD.   
 
Although IES 4 prescribes requirements for inclusion of professional values, ethics and 
attitudes within the pre-qualification accounting education program, IEG 10 provides further 
supporting material not explicitly covered in the Standard.  The current ethics education 
research project commissioned by the Committee will result in an updated guideline, which 
should replace the existing IEG 10. 
 
Recommendation 
It is recommended that IEG 10 be retained.  It is likely that IEG 10 will need to be withdrawn 
once the guidance developed through the ethics education research project is published.  The 
Committee should review the future of IEG 10 at the time of considering the draft guidance 
developed through this research project. 
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Section 6 – Action Required 
 
The Committee is asked to consider and approve the following recommendations: 

1. IEG 2 be withdrawn, effective from January 2006. 
2. IEG 9 be withdrawn, effective from January 2005. 
3. IEG 10 remain an active guidance document, and considered again when the ethics 

education research project is concluded. 
4. Guidelines to be withdrawn should remain available on the IFAC website for 

historical purposes.  A record of which of the Committee’s current statements provide 
authoritative guidance in the particular area should also be included.  (For example, 
IEG2 is replaced by IES 7 and IEG 9 is replaced by IES 1 to 6).   


