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2-1 

 
 
Introduction 
2-1 The aim of this paper is twofold:  

• to update the IAESB on the release of the online survey on the Framework 
for the International Education Standards, and 

• to assist the IAESB in beginning the discussion to identify the principles and 
issues to be included in the Framework document. 

 
Background Information 
2-2 At its June 2007 meeting the IAESB decided that there would be public consultation 

on key issues relating to the Framework and on the exposure draft of the Framework 
document. The first part of the consultation will be done by conducting an online 
survey and holding focus groups with stakeholders interested in accounting 
education. In addition the Board considered and discussed the following issues 
related to the survey:  
• rationale for the Framework (why); 
• target audience and interested stakeholders (who); and 
• content of the Framework (what). 

 
2-3 The Framework task force met in early September and performed a question-by-

question review of the survey. The revised version was presented at the September 
2007 CAG meeting for comment. Feedback from the CAG’s review and discussion 
was brought to the IAESB for consideration in October.  
 

2-4 At its October 2007 meeting the IAESB reviewed the online survey questionnaire 
and suggested several editorial changes with the aim of releasing the survey in 
December. In finalizing the survey the task force piloted the questionnaire to ensure 
comprehension and distributed it to key staff on other Boards and Committees for 
comment. The task force considered all feedback and disposed of any issues to 
develop the final version. 
 

2-5 In December 2007, the task force released the online survey using the University of 
Arkansas’ Qualtrics survey package. The survey has been distributed to the 
subscriber lists of the following IFAC communications vehicles: Education e-
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newsletter, IFAC Media release, IFAC Update- January 2008, IFAC Membernet, and 
information about the survey has appeared on websites such as: 
www.worldaccountingintelligence.com; www.iasplus.com; and the www.caaa.ca. 
 

2-6 In December, the task force completed a guide for focus group facilitators to assist 
Board members conducting focus groups for the framework project.  No focus 
groups have yet been conducted. 

 
Discussion 
Survey feedback 
2-7 As of January 22, 2008, 605 people have responded to the survey.  A preliminary 

report of survey results (See Agenda Item 2-2) was prepared for consideration at 
this meeting, with the caution that the survey period is still open so final results may 
differ from preliminary results for some questions.  Final results, including 
additional analysis, will be presented at the May IAESB meeting.   
 

2-8 The preliminary results indicate widespread agreement with some aspects of the 
current framework, but a diversity of opinion on some issues.  Based on the results 
to date, it appears that the key issues to be considered include:  

 
(a)  which roles of professional accountants should be addressed in the 

standards;  
(b)  what is the appropriate degree of flexibility in the mix of formal education, 

practical experience and professional training of accountants;  
(c)  who are the appropriate addressees for the standards; and  
(d)  should the standards be set at a threshold or higher level.     
 
In addition the preliminary results indicate the importance of communication efforts 
to increase stakeholder familiarity with the standards. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Action requested: 
1) Are there other issues revealed in the preliminary results that merit 

the particular attention of the Board? 
2) Are there additional efforts we could undertake in the next month to 

increase responses from regulators and investors? 
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Focus groups 
 
2-9 Given the trends seen in the preliminary results the Board now has the opportunity 

to consider any desired revision of plans for the focus groups. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proposed Way Forward 
2.10 The framework task force will meet in London on April 28 to review the complete 

survey results and develop issues for IAESB discussion at its May meeting. This 
project is scheduled to have an Exposure Draft of the revised Framework available 
for comment in early 2009. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Action requested: 
3) Are there any revisions we should consider to the questions 

initially proposed for focus group discussion? 
 

i) To best serve the public interest, who do you believe 
should be covered by international accounting education 
standards?  How would you define the term professional 
accountant? 

ii) How should the IAESB deal with this diversity in setting 
education standards?  Which approach to standard setting 
is likely to have the most benefits?  Are there any additional 
approaches to consider?   

iii) To best serve the public interest, should the standards 
focus on input requirements only, output requirements 
only, or a mix?   Should compliance measures be restricted 
to input requirements only? 

iv) To serve its public interest mission, should the IAESB 
encourage convergence to a single set of education 
requirements for qualification as a professional 
accountant?  Should the IAESB encourage convergence to 
one point of qualification as a professional accountant? 
 

4) Given the trends of results from the preliminary survey are there 
any audiences that need to be given special emphasis and require 
a face-to-face meeting or focus group to obtain greater insight 
into their responses (See Appendix 1). When and where should 
we conduct these face-to-face meetings or focus groups?  Who 
will facilitate each group or meeting?  
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Appendix 1: Opportunities for Focus Group Meetings 
 

Time Conferences/Meetings 
 

February 7-9, 2008 14th Annual Mid-Year Conference and 4th Annual 
Doctoral/New Faculty Consortium of the International 
Accounting Section of the American Accounting Association 
(San Diego, USA) 

February 10-12, 2008 2008 APLG Annual Seminar (Charleston, South Carolina) 
February 21-23, 2008 2008 ATA Midyear Meeting (Memphis, Tennessee) 
March 3-4, 2008 Developing Nations Committee (Cairo, Egypt) 
April 1-3, 2008 BAA 2008 Annual Conference and Doctorial Colloquium 

(Blackpool, UK) 
April 13-15, 2008 AACSB International Conference and Annual Meeting, The 

Expanding World of Management Education (Honolulu, 
USA) 

April 23-25, 2008 31st Annual Congress of the European Accounting 
Association (Rotterdam, Netherlands) 

 


