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Meeting Location: Westin Dublin Hotel (The Banking Hall), Dublin, Ireland 

Meeting Date: May 26-28, 2008 

SUBJECT: IAESB Technical Manager’s Report 
 
This report outlines activities of the IAESB for the period February 1, 2008 to April 30, 
2008.  During the period covered by this report, the IAESB met once, in San Diego, USA 
(February 11-13). 
 
Section 1 Current IAESB Projects and Activities 

Approaches to CPD Measurement 
1.1 Ann Kilbride (Chair) and task force members held teleconferences on March 18th 

and 27th to review the disposition of Board’s comments at the San Diego meeting 
and provide additional editorial feedback to the PARN research team on the revised 
Information Paper.  Once content changes were approved by the task force, an 
editor performed a plain language editorial review to increase the clarity and 
readability of the manuscript.   The publication of the Information paper is subject 
to the IAESB’s review and approval of all agreed changes using electronic 
balloting. The PIOB’s approval of the due process is not required for this type of 
Education pronouncement.   

 

Framework for International Education Statements 
1.2 The survey on the Framework was closed on March 7, 2008 with 1167 participants 

responding to the questionnaire. Several participants provided accompanying letters 
which provided greater insight to their responses. In addition, the following focus 
groups were held by IAESB members: 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Responsible IAESB Member Group/Region 
Mr. Robert Jelly Accountants in Business- London 
Professor Kim Langfield-Smith/Sheena Frenkel ICAA/CPA Australia- Sydney 
Ms. Ann Kilbride Trans-National Auditing Committee 
Mr. Ronan O’Loughlin Institute of Chartered Accountants in 

Ireland- Dublin 
Ms. Sylvia Meljem ITAM- Mexico 
Ms Sylvia Barrett Developing Nations Committee (CAP) 
Mr. Steve Tschan Public Accounting Firms- Training and 

Development experts 
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1.3 A one and half day task force meeting led by Karen Pincus (Chair, Framework Task 
Force) was held in London (April 27-28) to review the results from the consultation 
process.  During the meeting the task force members reviewed the survey results, as 
well as the transcripts and meeting notes from the focus groups. As a result the task 
force discussed the following areas: 

1.  The Why? Question -- Objectives  
2.  The Who? Question -- Roles Addressed 
3.  The When? and What? Questions -- Career Stages and   
     Aspects Addressed 
4.  The How? Question – Structure and Audience 

The task force has summarized their discussion in an Discussion paper that will be 
presented at the Dublin 2008 meeting.   
 

Measurable Implementation of IESs 
1.4 The workgroup met in London on April 11th to discuss issues relating to the project 

on measurable implementation of the IESs. The purpose of the meeting was to draft 
an Issues paper for the Dublin 2008 meeting, which would clarify issues and 
terminology discussed at the San Diego meeting as well as set out the major 
components of a project proposal.  At the Dublin 2008 meeting the workgroup will 
be presenting an Issues Paper that includes an approach to complete the project.    

 
Strategic and Operational Plan, 2010-2012 
1.5 The IAESB Steering Committee held a teleconference on April 14th to discuss work 

required to begin the new strategic plan. The following topics were discussed: 
• Impact and Usefulness of Board’s Work over the last 3 years 
• Review of Terms of Reference 
• Drafting of Issues Paper and Project Timeline 
• Required Information for Board’s Discussion 

The Steering Committee has summarized their discussion in an Issues paper that 
will be presented at the Dublin 2008 meeting.   
 

Guidance on Professional Skills 
1.6 On April 24th, Mark Spofforth, Chair of the Professional Skills Task Force, met with 

Mike Walsh, author of IES 5, to discuss the background and important issues raised 
at the time of writing the standard on Professional Skills and General Education.  In 
addition information on current literature in the area of measurement and 
progression of professional skills has been obtained from the Editors of the 
Accounting Education: An International Journal. The project proposal will be 
forwarded to key IFAC staff of other Boards and Committees for comment and a 
finalized version of the proposal will be presented at the Dublin 2008 meeting.    

 
Drafting Conventions Guide 
1.7 Ann Kilbride (Chair), task force members, and staff have been working to draft a 

project proposal to develop a guide on drafting conventions for writing IAESB 
Education pronouncements. The guide is considered an internal document to be 
used by Task force members, consultants, and staff in developing Education 
pronouncements.  The project proposal will be forwarded to key IFAC staff of other 
Boards and Committees for comment and a finalized version of the proposal will be 
presented at the Dublin 2008 meeting.    
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Section 2 Future Work 
Framework for International Education Statements 
2.1 Task Force members will be developing and reviewing a first draft of the 

Framework document to be presented at the September 2008 meeting for discussion. 
 
Guidance on Assessment 
2.2 The Chair, task force members, and staff will be developing a project proposal for 

the project on Assessment which will be presented for discussion with the aim of 
approving the project proposal at the September IAESB 2008 meeting.  

 

Section 3 Promotional and Liaison Activities 
3.1 In the period covered by this report, the IAESB Chair and Board members 

undertook the following speaking engagements and associated communications 
activities: 

• 14th Annual Mid-Year Conference of the American Accounting 
Association, San Diego, February 9, (Henry Saville, Karen Pincus, and 
David McPeak); 

• APLG/FSA 2008 Annual Seminar, International Accounting Education 
Standards: On the Horizon, Charleston, South Carolina, February 10 
(Denny Reigle); and 

• Ernst and Young Meeting, IAESB International Education Standards, March 
2008 (Jean-Francois Belorgey). 
 

Section 4 Operations & Other Matters 
4.1 In November 2008, the International Association for Accounting Education and 

Research (IAAER) supported by funding from the Association of Chartered 
Certified Accountants (ACCA) issued a call to promote and support research 
directed at developing theory and evidence to inform the IAESB’s standard-setting 
agenda.  The call for research closed on March 31, 2008 and the IAAER received 27 
research proposals. The Proposal Review Committee of the IAAER, which includes 
3 IAESB members, is currently reviewing the research proposals. The winners of 
the competition will be announced in mid-May and up to five research projects will 
be selected for funding of US$25,000 each. The winning research teams will be 
asked to meet specified milestones during 2009 with the project’s final results being 
presented at the 2010 World Congress of Accounting Educators and Researchers. 
The final deliverable will focus on highlighting the significance of the findings to 
the IAESB.  Research teams may publish their findings in the journal of their 
choice. Accounting Education: an International Journal has agreed to offer the 
option of publication. 

4.2 IFAC Small and Medium Practices (SMP) Committee has recently released non-
authoritative guidance on applying ISAs issued by the IAASB as at December 31, 
2006 as set out in the 2007 edition of IFAC’s Handbook of International Auditing, 
Assurance, and Ethics Pronouncements.[1] The Guide is not to be used as a 
substitute for reading the ISAs, but rather as a supplement intended to help 

                                                 
[1]       For a free download go to: 

http://www.ifac.org/Store/Details.tmpl?SID=11707139611377889&Cart=11764775554101525 
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practitioners understand and consistently implement these standards on SME audits. 
The Guide includes a Request for Comments (with 8 questions). This feedback will 
be used when developing the first update for issue in Q4 2009. This update will 
conform with the newly clarified ISAs. Board members are also encouraged to visit 
the International Center for SMPs - http://www.ifac.org/SMP/ - which includes 
some resources including links to useful documents and materials at 
http://www.ifac.org/SMP/relevant_links.php. 

 


