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Information Technology for Professional Accountants 

Objectives of Agenda Item 

To discuss and consider an approach to updating IEG 11, Information Technology for 
Professional Accountants. 

 

Background 

IEG 11 was first issued by the Committee in December 1995, revised in June 1998, and 
again revised in December 2002.  The Guideline is intended to assist member bodies to 
prepare professional accountants to work in the information technology environment, 
describing the knowledge and competences required.  The latest revision incorporates 
both revised capabilities as well as examples of tasks that a competent professional 
accountant should be able to perform in the workforce, therefore presents both the 
knowledge and the competences expected. 

Due to the nature of the document, the guideline can become outdated within a short 
space of time, and therefore requires an ongoing review to ensure it appropriately reflects 
the knowledge and competences expected in the changing IT environment.  The 
Education Committee agreed in August 2004 that consideration be given as to how to 
best update the document, in line with the new International Education Standards. 

A small working party was tasked with considering the way forward for updating the 
document, and has prepared initial drafts of IES 9 and IEG 9 for the Committee’s 
consideration. 

Issues for consideration 
 
a The proposed Standard and the Guideline have been referred to as #9, however the 

right place in the sequence should still be decided. Maybe to avoid confusion it might 
be better to keep it #11.  For now we refer to them as IES#9 and IEG#9. The IES #9 
is drafted along the lines of the IES 1-6; the IEG #9 is drafted in the same order as the 
IES #9. 
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b The Standard includes 7 questions we would like to be discussed and answered by the 
committee.  

 
c The attitude of individual professional accountants as well as their organizations 

should be changed due to the complexity and impact of IT. This brought us to two 
questions: 

– Should we make it mandatory that all professional accountants spend at least 
10 hours on IT developments as part of their Continuing Professional 
Education? 

– Due to the requirements in the ISQC#1 and the revised ISA 220 regarding 
consultation makes it of importance that technical departments will have 
enough professional accountants with IT knowledge and skills. How can we 
convince the firms to bring and maintain the IT knowledge in the technical 
departments up to level?  

 
d The name of the ‘evaluator’ role has been changed to ‘assurance provider’. We have 

done this because in our view the assurance provider role is more than the ‘evaluator’ 
role. The assurance provider has to manage the activities planned and performed, and 
the outcomes of specialized IT auditors as well as the activities planned and 
performed, and the outcomes of other professionals. Those other professionals can 
have different attitudes and skills. Their might be even a difference in professional 
skepticism.  
Does the committee agree with our view that the complexity of IT information 
systems and the rapid changes in those systems makes it impossible for a professional 
accountant to evaluate the information system on his own without the help of 
specialists? 

 

Material Presented 

Agenda Item 7-A Proposed IES 9 

Agenda Item 7-B Proposed IEG 9 

 

Action Requested 
The Education Committee is asked to discuss and consider the proposed approach to 
update IEG 11, “Information Technology for Professional Accountants”.   
 


