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UNCTAD Model Curriculum 

Objectives of Agenda Item 

To receive a report on the comparison of the UNCTAD Model Curriculum with IES 2. 

 

Background 
In August 2004, the Committee considered a request from UNCTAD to consider 
recommending the revised model curriculum as a technical tool for facilitating the 
implementation of IES 2, Content of Professional Accounting Education Programs.  In 
November 2004, IFAC and UNCTAD signed a memorandum of understanding to 
formalize each organisation’s commitment to working more closely to advance the 
development of the accountancy profession, including in the education area.  The 
Education Committee had proposed to carry out a study of education programs based on 
the model curriculum, and the results of the study would help UNCTAD and IFAC 
identify key need and tools to develop meet the requirements prescribed in the IES.  Such 
a study has not provide feasible in the short-term as there is not yet comprehensive 
information available about those organisations who have applied the model curriculum. 
 
Instead, in March 2005, the Committee agreed to appoint a small working party to 
conduct an independent review of the model curriculum, mapping it against IES 2.  The 
results of this exercise would provide a basis for the Committee to consider next steps in 
terms of recommendations to be offered to UNCTAD and opportunities for developing 
additional guidance.  A document setting out the scope for the mapping exercise was 
agreed between IFAC and UNCTAD in May 2005. 
 
A review of the UNCTAD Model Curriculum (2003) has been carried out by Mark 
Allison and Hans Verkruijsse.  An overall commentary, together with a proposal for a 
way forward is set out in the attached paper.   
 
Action Requested 
The Committee is requested to approve the paper and to ask the IFAC secretariat to 
communicate the outcome of the review to UNCTAD.   
 


