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IEG 11 – Information Technology for Professional Accountants: Discussion Paper 

 

Background 
 
An updated IEG, based on the Education Committee’s discussions in March and June 2005, 
was considered by the Committee at its Kuala Lumpur meeting in October 2005. It was 
agreed a revised draft would be prepared and submitted to the IAESB for approval as an 
exposure draft at its February 2006 meeting.  Since the Kuala Lumpur meeting, the draft 
IEG has been revised by a small team appointed by the IAESB, and has also undergone a 
plain English review.    
 

Major changes proposed to IEG 11 

1. Introductory paragraphs have been re-written to provide a more succinct overview 
of the IT environment and to tone down elements of 
commercialism/competitiveness that may appear inappropriate in an education 
guideline; 

2. References to other IAESB/IFAC standards and pronouncements are included 
throughout the document; 

3. The “evaluator” role has been replaced with the role of “assurance provider”, to 
ensure consistency with other IFAC standards and pronouncements.  This was also 
done because, in the view of the Education Committee, the assurance provider role 
was greater than the ‘evaluator’ role. The assurance provider has to manage the 
activities planned and performed, and the outcomes of the activities of specialized 
IT auditors as well as other professionals, who may bring different attitudes, skills 
and levels of professional skepticism; 

4. It is made explicit (in Paragraph 14) that professional accountants should 
concentrate on one of the three generic roles (assurance provider/manager/designer) 
in addition to their role as a user of IT, as prescribed in IES 2; 

5. The concept of an “advanced user” has been introduced (in Paragraph 17), though it 
is planned to seek additional guidance from member bodies on this during the 
exposure period; 
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6. Separate sections on Pre-qualification/Post-qualification, Assessment and Practical 
Experience have been removed, as it is felt these are dealt with adequately in the 
International Education Standards themselves.  The focus of the revised IEG 11 is 
on pre-qualification requirements, though reference is made to the fact that some 
professional accountants may specialize post-qualification; 

7. The issue of control is highlighted, and it is made explicit that all professional 
accountants need to acquire a body of general and IT-control knowledge related to 
business systems (Paragraph 21); 

8. The lists of knowledge areas and competences that are found throughout the the 
body of the current IEG 11 have now been moved to the appendices (but still form 
an integral part of the document); 

9. The estimates of one course (40 hours of classroom tuition plus 80 hours of 
preparation) enabling professional accountants to obtain the role competences 
required have been removed, as they are inconsistent with the IAESB’s overall 
output-based approach; 

 

Issues for CAG consideration 

 

1. Does the CAG agree with the major changes to IEG 11 outlined above? 

2. Is the CAG satisfied that the revised introductory paragraphs provide a useful and 
appropriate overview of the IT environment within which professional accountants 
operate? 

3. At its meeting in Kuala Lumpur, the Education Committee felt the issue of an 
“advanced user” was not sufficiently addressed.  This issue is still not explicitly 
addressed in the current draft, though the concept is raised in paragraph 17.  Should 
there be more explicit reference to “advanced users”?   

4. Is the concept of a professional accountant achieving equivalence by demonstrating 
the achievement of competencies at an advanced level within narrower domains 
(Paragraph 17) helpful, and is the CAG satisfied with the treatment of this concept in 
the revised draft?   

5. Does the CAG believe that the appendices are useful additions to the main body of the 
document, and that the lists of Knowledge/Skills Areas (Appendix 1) and Elements of 
Competence (Appendix 2) are better placed here than within the main body of the 
document? 

6. Are there other additions or changes to the revised draft of IEG 11 that the CAG 
believes should be considered by the IAESB before approving the draft for exposure? 

 
 
 


