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Committee: International Accounting Education Standards Board (IAESB)  

Meeting Location: Teleconference Meeting 

Meeting Date: June 6, 2019 

Subject: Revision to IES 2, 3, 4 and 8 as a Result of the Analysis of ICT Related 
Comments from the Exposure Draft – Issues Paper (06/19) 

 
OBJECTIVE AND RELATED AGENDA ITEMS 

1. The objectives of this Issues Paper are as follows:     
 

a. Summarize the review process on comments received in response to the Exposure Draft, 
International Education Standards 2, 3, 4, and 8 – Information and Communications 
Technologies and Professional Skepticism (Exposure Draft) 
 

b. Obtain the IAESB’s (Board) input on the revisions to the definition of Information and 
Communications Technologies (ICT). 
 

c. Obtain the Board’s input on the revisions to the learning outcomes from those presented 
in the Exposure Draft as a result of the analysis of comments received.   

 
2. Integral to this Issues Paper are the following agenda items. 

Agenda Item 2-1 
from April 2019 
Board Papers 

ICT Issues Paper – Analysis of Comments in Response to Exposure Draft 

Agenda Item 2-4 
from April 2019 
Board Papers 

Information and Communication Technologies Project: Task Force 
Changes April 10, 2019 

Agenda Item 2-2 Marked-Up Version – Revisions to IES 2, 3, 4 and 8 to the Exposure Draft 
(06/19) 

Agenda Item 2-3 Clean Version – Revisions to IES 2, 3, 4 and 8 to the Exposure Draft 
(06/19) 

Agenda Item 2-4 Revisions to IES 2, 3, 4 and 8 – ICT Related Learning Outcomes (06/19) 

Agenda Item 2-5 Analysis of Comments in Response to Exposure Draft-Final (06/19) 

Agenda Item 2-6 Revisions to IES 2, 3, 4 and 8 – Basis for Changes for Learning 
Outcomes with Four or More Comments (06/19) 

 
 
PROCESS FOR CONSIDERATION OF COMMENTS 

http://www.iaesb.org/system/files/meetings/files/2-1-ICT-Issues-Paper-Analysis-of-Comments-in-Response-to-Exposure-Draft.pdf
http://www.iaesb.org/system/files/meetings/files/2-4-ICT-Changes-to-ICT-Learning-Outcomes-and-Definition.pdf
http://www.iaesb.org/system/files/meetings/files/2-4-ICT-Changes-to-ICT-Learning-Outcomes-and-Definition.pdf
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3. The ICT Task Force completed its detailed analysis on the comments received in response to the 
exposure draft published in December 2018.   Through in-person meetings, phone calls and webinars, 
the ICT Task Force:   

 
a. Considered each comment individually 
b. Debated the intent of the learning outcome as compared to the comment 
c. Evaluated the comment when considering the competency area as a whole 
d. Revisited past discussions by the ICT Task Force that were held when the original revisions 

were made 
e. Evaluated whether the comment was addressed in other learning outcomes 

   
4. The proposed revisions to the learning outcomes included in the exposure draft were also 

provided to the Draft Working Group for a light review and to the Consultative Advisory Group 
(CAG) for their advice and input.   

CHANGES TO THE DEFINITION OF ICT 
5. The exposure draft included a definition for Information and Communications Technologies.   As 

a result of the analysis of comments using the process described above, and discussion with the 
Board in April 2019, the ICT Task Force recommended the addition of “established and emerging” 
to capture the intent to include emerging technologies without identifying a specific technology.  
In addition, the ICT Task Force had recommended that “A diverse set’ be eliminated due to the 
clarity added by the inclusion of “established and emerging”.   

Information and Communications Technologies - A diverse set of Established and 
emerging technologies, techniques, and processes used to capture, manage, transform, 
and or communicate data and information. 

6. The CAG agreed with the inclusion of “established and emerging” and also recommended that 
“A diverse set” be maintained in the definition.   The ICT Task Force considered the 
recommendation and agree maintaining “A diverse set” provides a sharper focus to the multitude 
of different technologies that work together or separately.    
 

7. As a result, the ICT Task Force is recommending the following definition for Information and 
Communications Technologies:   

Information and Communications Technologies - A diverse set of established and 
emerging technologies, techniques, and processes used to capture, manage, transform, 
and or communicate data and information. 

 
Question:   

A. Does the Board agree with the revised definition of Information and 
Communications Technologies? 
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CAG COMMENTS ON CHANGES TO LEARNING OUTCOMES FROM THE EXPOSURE DRAFT 
8. The CAG provided comments on certain revisions to the learning outcomes from those presented in 

the exposure draft, which were the result of the ICT Task Force’s analysis of comments.  The 
learning outcomes, CAG comments and proposed disposition are provided in Table A, Analysis of 
CAG Comments.   

 
Table A 

Analysis of CAG Comments 
 

 Learning Outcome 
 

CAG Comment Proposed Revision or 
Explanation for No Change 

1 
IES 2 (h) (iv) 
 

Explain the impact of 
ICT developments on 
business an 
organization’s 
environment 
 

Sentence structure 
needs to be revisited 
 

Explain the impact of ICT 
developments on business 
and organizational’s 
environments 

2 
IES 2 (h) (vii) Use ICT to analyze 

data and information. 
Consider adding “for 
decision making”.   

The ICT Task Force believes 
the decision-making element 
is captured in IES 2 (h) (iv).   
 
This concept was also 
discussed previously where it 
was concluded that not all 
analysis by aspiring 
professional accountants will 
lead to decision making.  For 
example, the analysis may be 
an input into further evaluation 
on which decisions are based 
by more experienced 
personnel.    Additionally, the 
ability to analyze is itself a 
needed skill.  
 

3 
IES 2 (h) (viii) Use technology 

effectively to 
communicate. 

Comments were 
received to maintain the 
word “impact” and to 
consider adding 
reference to an 
audience.   

The ICT Task Force had 
previously debated the use of 
“impact”, recognizing it could 
be viewed as a positive or 
negative impact.  The ICT 
Task Force believes that use 
of the word “effectively” 
captures the intent of having a 
positive impact.   
 
Adding reference to an 
audience was considered but 
ultimately determined the act 
of communication inherently is 
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 Learning Outcome 
 

CAG Comment Proposed Revision or 
Explanation for No Change 
towards one or more 
individuals, i.e., an audience.  
  

4 
IES 2 (g) (iii)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IES 4 (b) (vi) 

Apply data protection 
and privacy regulations 
when collecting, 
generating, storing, 
accessing, using or 
sharing data and 
information. 
 
Explain ethical 
principles when 
collecting, generating, 
storing, accessing, 
using or sharing data 
and information. 

Consider whether the 
verbs used should be 
the same in these two 
learning outcomes.   

The exposed learning 
outcome for IES 4 (b) (vi) used 
the directive verb “apply”.  
After discussion and debate at 
the April 2019 Board meeting 
on this learning outcome, it 
was concluded “explain” was 
more appropriate for “ethical 
principles” as compared to 
data protection and privacy 
laws for IPD.   

REVISIONS TO LEARNING OUTCOMES FROM THE EXPOSURE DRAFT 

9. During the week of the April 2019 Board meeting, the ICT Task Force completed the analysis of 
comments where there were three or less attributed to a learning outcome.  The outcome of this 
analysis was discussed with the Board (reference Agenda Item 2-4 – Information and Communication 
Technologies Project: Task Force Changes April 10, 2019).      

 
10. Since the Board meeting in April 2019, the ICT Task Force has completed its analysis of comments 

received where there were four our more comments attributed to a learning outcome.  Agenda Item 
2-6 provides the results of that analysis in addition to revisions to learning outcomes, if applicable.   

 

 
 
Question:   

B. Does the Board have any significant comments on the incremenal revisions 
made to the ICT related learning outcomes?   

 Note:  Agenda Item 2-2 and 2-3 are the marked-up and clean versions of changes 
from the exposure draft and includes proposed changes from comments received 
by the CAG.     

 

http://www.iaesb.org/system/files/meetings/files/2-4-ICT-Changes-to-ICT-Learning-Outcomes-and-Definition.pdf
http://www.iaesb.org/system/files/meetings/files/2-4-ICT-Changes-to-ICT-Learning-Outcomes-and-Definition.pdf

