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Date:   December 31, 2012 

To:   IAESB 

From:  Deborah Williams, Chair, PAO Development Committee  

 

Professional Accountancy Organization (PAO) Development Committee  
2012 Progress Report  

This report summarizes the status of all PAO Development Committee projects in the detailed 2012 service delivery plan. 
The IFAC 2011 Annual Report contains detailed information on the services delivered by the PAO Development 
Committee in 2011. 

Notes from PAODC Chair 

Over the past year the PAO Development Committee has moved steadily from strategy development to 
implementation at the global, regional and national levels, increasing its direct engagement with a range of 
stakeholders. 

At the global level, following the signing of the MOSAIC (Memorandum Of understanding to Strengthen 
Accountancy and Improve Collaboration) in November 2011 the MOSAIC Steering Committee and interim 
secretariat are now established. At the June 2012 IFAC Board meeting, the PAO Development Committee 
members were approved to stand as the representatives of IFAC on the MOSAIC Steering Committee. Resources 
for the interim MOSAIC secretariat have been provided by IFAC in addition to the current workload, though are not 
expected to be sustainable in the long term.  

The official launch of the Mentoring Program was with the Mentoring Insights workshop in early 2012, and the 
productive sessions illustrated the interest in this area and need for further guidance. The Program’s key 
deliverable, the mentoring toolkit, is now in the early stages of development based to a significant extent on the 
task force’s guidance and the valuable insight provided by existing and potential mentors and mentees alike at the 
launch event. Support for this endeavor will be sought from the MOSAIC Steering Committee.   

As the Committee finalizes its regional strategies, its members and member body development staff are also 
increasingly focused on direct interaction with regional stakeholders. This included participation in and support of 
the first PAFA Annual General Meeting and associated Conference held in Tunis, Tunisia in May 2012 and the 
successful Realizing the Power of PAOs seminar held in Hanoi in August 2013 that brought together individuals 
from across East Asia Pacific representing, among others, PAOs in Brunei, Cambodia, Laos and Myanmar. 

 

Significant Achievements 

Quality and 
Development 

In October 2012 MBD staff attended the CA Sri Lanka conference 
“Winning – Country, Corporate, Citizen” which focused on how to 
overcome challenges posed by volatile market conditions, and the 
CAPA/CA Sri Lanka Integrated Reporting Conference. 
In November 2012, MBD Staff attended and presented at the UNCTAD 
29th session of the Intergovernmental Working Group of Experts on 
International Accounting and Reporting (ISAR). This session explored 
UNCTAD’s work on the Accountancy Development Tool (ADT) for high-
quality corporate reporting. 
In December 2012, MBD Staff attended the Kuwaiti Association of 



Agenda Item 9-6 
Page 2 of 2 

IAESB Meeting – March 20-22, New York, USA 
 

 
 

Accountants and Auditors (KAAA) “Accounting and Auditing Third 
Professional Conference” which focused on development of the profession 
and emerging issues throughout the Middle East region.  

PAO Development Committee Chair Deborah Williams chaired a panel at 
the PAFA “Strengthening Professional Accountancy Organizations for 
Results” Conference. The panel, titled “Financial Sustainability of PAFA 
and PAOs” explored the ways in which donors, IFAC and regional 
organizations support sustainable PAO development. 
MBD staff attended CAPA meetings in Sri Lanka in October 2012, 
participating in the CAPA PAODC and facilitating a session at the 
CAPA/AAT Accounting Technicians Forum, which focused on increasing 
the understanding of CAPA members across the region of the vital role 
played by accounting technicians in the financial reporting value chain.  

In October 2012, the MOSAIC Steering Committee held its second meeting. 
This meeting drew representatives from 10 donor organizations. During the 
meeting, two new donor signatory organizations were welcomed: Australian 
Agency for International Development (AusAID) and The Global Fund for 
AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. The meeting focused on presentation of 
the draft PAO Global Development Report (GDR) - informing the donor 
community and the MOSAIC Steering Committee of the global state of 
development of PAOs and providing the initiative with direction in terms of 
ongoing efforts. In November, the paper was shared publicly via Fileshare 
with IFAC MBs, RO/AGs and other stakeholders as well as placed on the 
PAODC webpage. Comments were accepted until December 2012 when the 
content of the report was finalized.  

 


