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CPD GUIDANCE 
 
Objectives of Agenda Item 
a) To update the CAG on the progress of the IAESB’s CPD Guidance project; and 

b) To consider a draft Project Scope document, prepared by the IAESB CPD Task Force, 
and make comments and suggestions on that document for Task Force/IAESB 
consideration. 

 
Background 
The IAESB has been working on a project to explore the development of an International 
Education Information Paper (IEIP) designed to assist member bodies and others with the 
implementation of IES 7, Continuing Professional Development: A Program of Lifelong 
Learning and Continuing Development of Professional Competence.  In particular, the IEIP 
would provide examples and discussion of the development of output-based CPD systems.   
 
At its meeting in Santiago in July 2006, the IAESB discussed a report from Mel Berg, CPD 
Task Force Chair, detailing the Task Force’s initial findings following literature and 
website reviews to establish the extent of and approaches to output-based CPD in 
accounting and other professions.  The IAESB noted that the review was limited in scope, 
but that this was, to a considerable extent, a reflection of the scarcity of professions 
pursuing output-based approaches to CPD in general.   
 
It was also noted that only a small number of IFAC member bodies had recently introduced 
output-based (or combination) approaches to CPD.  This was perhaps the result of a number 
of factors, including: 
 

• preferences of regulators for input-based approaches; 
• legal systems requiring input-based approaches; 
• difficulties of educating professional accountants of the benefits of an output-based 

approach; and  
• the fact that many member bodies had only just implemented input-based systems to 

meet the requirements of IES 7 (which came into effect on January 1, 2006).  
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It was recognized that further work to develop an IEIP on output-based approaches to CPD 
would be difficult with the limited resources available to the Task Force.  It was therefore 
agreed by the IAESB that, in order to make progress with this project, it would probably 
need to seek external assistance to produce a forward-looking IEIP to try and encourage 
member bodies towards an output-based approach.   
 
It was agreed that the Task Force, working with IFAC staff, would scope a potential project 
and present a proposal for the development of an IEIP by external consultants to the IAESB 
at its the next meeting in Istanbul, in November 2006. 
 
Material Presented 
 
Agenda Item 7-A Draft CPD Project Scope Document 
  
 
 


